
Instead of . . .Instead of . . . 
a container of goods

Instead of . . .Instead of . . . 
sausage sizzle

Instead of . . .Instead of . . . 

trip to the field

Instead of . . .Instead of . . . 

school partnership 
overseas

Why not . . .Why not . . . 
Support a small business so a family can earn 
an income or support a child to go to school
www.alws.org.au/grace

Why not . . .Why not . . . 
Host a porridge party or Rice Day –  
let your students know the reality of  
what many people experience

Why not . . .Why not . . . 
Develop your students’awareness through  
an experience. Run your own:

•	 Walk My Way Event  
https://walkmyway.org.au 

•	 ALWS Awareness session 
•	 Relay for Change

Why not . . .Why not . . . 
Partner with Burundi Farm Families 
(BFF). Support a farming community in 
Burundi	to	become	self	sufficient.
https://www.alws.org.au/gifts-of-
grace/farm-partnership/

the 10 instead ofs ...
Classroom ideas and activitiesClassroom ideas and activities

What can you do with your students to grow awareness and empathy for the most 
vulnerable in the world, while also ensuring that the activities you do are helpful in the 
field? ALWS serves in long term projects alongside the most vulnerable, empowering 
them to be active contributors to their own development. Australians are amazingly 

generous supporters, and genuinely want to help, but sometimes our good intentions are 
not actually helpful in the field. So we’ve come up with some alternate ideas for you...

http://www.alws.org.au/grace
https://walkmyway.org.au
https://www.alws.org.au/gifts-of-grace/farm-partnership/
https://www.alws.org.au/gifts-of-grace/farm-partnership/


alws@alws.org.au       1300 763 407        alws.org.au

always for those forgotten

Instead of . . .Instead of . . . 
casual day

Instead of . . .Instead of . . . 
research about  

refugees

Instead of . . .Instead of . . . 
boxes of gifts 

overseas

Instead of . . .Instead of . . . 
learn facts and stats

Instead of . . .Instead of . . . 
gold coin donation day

Instead of . . .Instead of . . . 
in class information

Why not . . .Why not . . . 
Experience a day without electricity, or 
furniture, or...	a	specific	colour	day	
eg: Red for Refugees

Why not . . .Why not . . . 
Undertake all or part of the  
REfU.ME challenge
https://www.alws.org.au/what-you-can-
do/refu-me-challenge

Why not . . .Why not . . . 
Support a small business so a family can 
earn an income www.alws.org.au/grace

Why not . . .Why not . . . 
Give students hands on activities or use 
our online resources
https://www.alws.org.au/discover-more/
schools-and-churches

Why not . . .Why not . . . 
Run our Whats My Business unit, to give 
students an authentic connection to ALWS
https://www.alws.org.au/news-and-
stories/micro-loans-to-market-place 

Why not . . .Why not . . . 
Run	an	incursion	with	ALWS	staff
https://www.alws.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/2024/08/ALWS-school-
presentations.pdf 

POVERTY TOILETS
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The sign on 
this tree was 

spotted during  
a visit to Nepal.

WHEN 
CHILDREN AND 

FAMILIES DON’T HAVE 

PROPER TOILETS 

AND SANITATION 

IT THREATENS 
LIVES.

IT MEANS 
“A TOILET IS 

AS IMPORTANT 
AS A HOUSE.”

Having clean toilets and sanitation is a 

basic human right that so many people 

are missing. When children and families don’t have  

proper toilets and sanitation it threatens 

lives. Simply having better toilets, 

sanitation and clean water could save over 

360,000 lives of children under 5 each year. 

When families have proper toilets and  

sanitation the spread of disease is stopped, 

adults are free to work while children are 

healthy enough to attend school. 

Without toilets, people have to use the 

forests or other areas as a toilet. When  

people have access to toilets and drains, 

access to soap and a knowledge of hygiene, 

their lives are much healthier. 

In Australia, we have access to toilets in 

our homes, schools and public places. 

We are all taught from an early age the 

importance of washing our hands properly 

(especially after we go to the toilet). 

In some developing countries, many people 

are just starting to learn the importance of 

sanitation and hygiene. But there are other 

effects too. Everyone deserves dignity and 

privacy when going to the toilet. Simply 

having a toilet can do this. It also keeps 

children safe as they don’t have to walk 

alone into the forest anymore.

POVERTY 

WORSHIP IDEAS
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“To live with 

Jesus is to live with 

the poor. To live with 

the poor is to live 

with Jesus.”

 — Jean Vanier, philosopher 

and theologian

BIBLE STUDY

In the Bible can you find: 

• A story about poverty 

• A story about Jesus 

 helping someone 

 who is poor 

• A Bible verse telling us 

 how we should treat poor people 

• A Bible verse or story about how  

 Jesus feels about us and the poor 

• A proverb about poverty 

• A psalm about God being a place 

 of protection or comfort

 

THESE 

WORSHIP 

RESOURCES ARE 

HERE FOR YOU TO USE 

IN YOUR WHOLE  

SCHOOL AND 

CLASSROOM CHAPEL 

TIMES.

Explore our theme through thoughts, Bible 

verses stories and activities. Thank you for 

taking the time to remember God’s people 

in your worship. 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE 

SAY ABOUT FOOD?

Find in the Bible 2 stories about food. One from  the 

Old Testament and one from the New Testament. Prepare 

a way to share these with the class. e.g. poster, drama, 

PowerPoint, comic strip, picture book, animation.

• What is God telling us about food and hunger 

 in these stories?

BIBLE VERSES

On squares of toilet paper write and display as many 

Bible verses as you can about blessings on our health. 

Discover what ALWS is doing to help people with good 

sanitation. What could you do to help provide a family 

with a long drop loo? 

Make a plan to raise money and buy a long drop loo 

from the Gifts of Grace catalogue through ALWS.

POVERTY 
EDUCATION
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There are so many reasons why children 
around the world may not get a chance to go 
to school. 

Maybe there is no school or the teacher might 
not have had enough training. Maybe the school 
is just too far away or it is in a conflict zone. 

It’s even harder to go if you have disability, 
or the teacher doesn’t know how they can 
help you. 

Some children must walk so far to school each 
day that their parents decide to not let them go. 
Maybe it’s too far, or it might even be unsafe 
for them to walk there. 

There are other reasons as well. It may be too 
expensive, parents need their children to stay 
home or some children, particularly girls, are 
culturally not allowed to go. 

These are all very real reasons, happening 
around the world today. Is it any wonder then 
that we hear statistics like half the people of the 
world have never been to school? In fact, 121 
million children around the world are not in 
school for some of the reasons above.

School also offers children a safe environment, 
with support, supervision and socialization. 

“Education is 
the most powerful 
weapon which you 
can use to change 

the world.”
Nelson Mandela

HOW MUCH 
BETTER TO GET 

WISDOM THAN GOLD! TO 
GET UNDERSTANDING IS 
TO BE CHOSEN RATHER 

THAN SILVER.
PROVERBS 16:16
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